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From struggle to screen 
“A Short Film on Overcoming Addiction”

Gene Blair 
Jr.

Introduction 

• Based in Sharon, Pennsylvania 

• “Get-2-Work”

• “The Casey Malone Show”

• Board Member: Mercer County Creative Arts 

• Volunteer: “The George A. Romero Foundation 
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Accomplishments

• Certified Recovery Specialist 

• Bus Stop films: “Inclusion in Action”

Accomplishments
• PA Direct Support Professional of the year 
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• The Purple Cat: Easter Seals Disability Film Challenge  

• Veterans Awareness Film 
Productions

• Inclusive short film: 
“STAY” 

Film Projects 

The Goal

• Humanize addiction

• Highlight paths to recovery 

• Inspire viewers through authentic, First-person 
narratives 

• Shattering stigmas associated with addiction 
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Overview
• Each film will focus on individual stories

⚬ Unique story of struggle 
⚬ Resiliency 
⚬ Triumph 

• Tone 
⚬ Respectful 
⚬ Compassionate 
⚬ Cinematic 
⚬ Reflect the seriousness and sensitivity of the subject matter

Objective & Impact 
• Shed light on the many faces of addiction & recovery. Featuring individuals 

from diverse backgrounds and experiences. 

• This Project aims to 
⚬ Expand Audience reach 
⚬ Encourage empathy and educate 
⚬ Offer hope to those currently struggling 
⚬ Support Awareness 
⚬ Educational efforts 
⚬ Community outreach 

Each film will serve as a testament to resilience and be a reminder that recovery is possible 

in many forms
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Production Quality 
• Ensure each story is presented with highest level of 

professionalism and care 
• Each film will include 

⚬ Cinematic visuals 
⚬ High quality audio 
⚬ Lighting that supports emotional tone 
⚬ Licensed music that compliments the mood
⚬ Editing to create emotional narratives 
⚬ Supplemental footage (family photos, letters, ect.)

Why I want to do this
• Hearing different stories and seeing what others 

went through saved my life.
More importantly:

• These types of stories matter.
⚬ These stories can and DO save lives.

• Not a production job, a life mission.
⚬ Knowing that just one person could see the 

work, and it could impact them, is priceless.

9

10



5/11/2026

6

Thank You for your time

“Instead of saying addict, we acknowledge: ‘A human being who has suffered so 

much that they found some release from unbearable suffering.’”

-Dr. Gabor Mate’
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